THE GREAT STATE

intelligent idea as to how any useful material thing
is made. Whether our point of observation be the
Mansion House, or the top of Ludgate Hill, or west-
wards at the Marble Arch, it is rarely that there
passes before the vision the dirty clothes which, in
England, we are unhappily accustomed to regard as
the proper costume of a working-man. We are in a
land of "officials," where an enormous number of
people are traffickers in material commodities, who
eat without sowing or reaping, who dress without,
spinning or weaving, who house themselves without
building or planning. From merchant to clerk, from
shopkeeper to girl typist, from stock-broker to com-
mission-agent, from banker to office-boy, from lawyer
to doorkeeper, it is a land in which an army of people
consumes without producing.

Traced homewards, the individuals who form the
City stream may be found living in place;-; widely
remote, from rows of little houses in Tool.ing or
Walthamstow to expensive and hardly less tiyly
red-brick villas in Hendon or Woking, in Hampstea*!
or Surbiton. There spending the big and litile
incomes which they gain by non-productive work,
they support by their expenditure, to build and
repair their hom.es, to sustain and beautify Hvir
persons, a very large proportion of the Inhabitants
of London, and of Greater London, and of the
places immediately beyond.

Not all these attendants on the city crowd an; non-
producers. Apart from the shopkeepers and their
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